This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 



BLACK BORDERS 

TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
FADED TEXT 
ILLEGIBLE TEXT 
SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 
COLORED PHOTOS 

BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 
GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



dtid in the European search 
Report of EP 03 OA 
Your R Qf/.^CB-UM-tg lQtP 04 



(19) 



J 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 



EP 1 226 802 A2 



(12) 



(43) Date of publication: 

31.07.2002 Bulletin 2002/31 

(21) Application number: 02001109.4 

(22) Date of filing: 23.01.2002 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(51) mtci7: A61F 13/49, A61F 13/15 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 


(71) Applicant: Kao Corporation 


AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 


Chuo-Ku Tokyo 103 (JP) 


WIC NL PT SE TR 




Designated Extension States: 


(72) Inventor: Toyoshima, Haruko, Kao Corporation 


AL LT LV MK RO SI 


Haga-gun, Tochigi (JP) 


(30) Priority: 29.01.2001 JP 2001020849 


(74) Representative: VOSSIUS & PARTNER 


13.11.2001 JP 2001347889 


Siebertstrasse 4 




81675 Munchen (DE) 



(54) Disposable diaper 

(57) The disposable diaper of the present invention 
has a substantially elongate configuration and compris- 
es a main body having a liquid-permeable topsheet, a 
liquid-impermeable backsheet, and a liquid-retentive 
absorbent member interposed between the topsheet 
and the backsheet and a pair of fastening tapes provid- 
ed on each side edge of the main body, the waist open- 
ing portion and the under-waist portion in the portion 
having the fastening tapes being provided with a waist 
elastic member and a plurality of under-waist elastic 



members, respectively, in the width direction of the dia- 
per, and both longer side portions of the diaper being 
provided with a pair of leg elastic members, wherein the 
under-waist elastic members are fixedly disposed in at 
least areas extending outwardly from each longer side 
of the absorbent member in their stretched state so as 
to manifest elastic contractibility but are not disposed in 
at least the middle of the area where the absorbent 
member exists, and the under-waist portion has a great- 
er extension stress than the waist opening portion in the 
width direction of the diaper. 
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[0001] The present invention relates to a disposable diaper which can easily be put on a wearer with its (astenino 
!eaTwS e e wom° " ^ *"* "* " "~ "* °' *— ' h e " he ' caSe " hard,y slideT down of h a Ta 
[0002] Known disposable diapers include flat types having fastening tapes and pants types. Flat type disoosable 

£» WhT^rr 0 ? US6d f ° r aPP ' iCability l ° n6Wb0m babies ,0 and lower paction coTt ? 
fSS T deposable diaper is easy to fit when a baby is lying still on its back, fitting is not easy when 

Veto llvlZZT "1° 6SCaPe fr ° m 3 diapSr> f ° r eXample ' by Crawli "9 about - To diapering such a 
Irvely baby it m.ght be eas.erto put a diaper back to front so that the fastening tapes may be fixed oTthe wearer's 

back side However, to use a conventional flat type diaper back to front rather makes diapering more dfficult Besses 
XX? ^ 31 diaper ' " Successful| y P ut back * front, will slide down or .eak while worn ' 
553 2851^3 E??! disposab,e dia P er havin 9 ela ^ gathers near the base of fastening tapes. 

f;«t£Sfl k, h ft? u 77 and JP " A - 4 - 35663 teach a flat type disposable diaper having a fastening tape on an 

TSSJS^SS^JS^ 01 " G,aStiC eXtenSib ' e materia ' and C ° nneCted t0 the main bod V « the dteper 
JP A-U-4-781 9 and JP-A-U-4-5826 show a disposable diaper having extensible fastening tapes. All these disposable 
diapers are difficult to put back to front on a wearer, particularly a crawling infant • am mese disposable 

Side^t? 0 ; 262557 diSC ' 0SeS 3 disposab,e diaDer havi "9 ^ening tapes on both the stomach side and the 

b ^Z™:i a *r 0 ?LZT il on a baby lyin9 either on its back or face - However - this diaper has a fe - °* 

[0006] JP-W-9-507409 proposes a disposable diaper having fasteners on a pair of side flaps which are made of an 

I d r«n7 81 T» C ° nneCted t0 mai " D ° dy ° f the diaper - This dia P er * difficuftto pufon baTklo frLnt 
and, even if successfully worn back to front, tends to slide down or leak while worn 

EL£" f jeCt f ° f ^ PreSent inVenti ° n iS t0 pr0Vide a dis Posable diaper which can easily be put on a woarer with 
ortf^ 

SHIS. preS t nt j nV u enti0n prOVideS a disposable diaper which has a substantially elongate configuration and 
abX^ ^ T 7 3 lic » ui d-P^oable topsheet, a liquid-impermeable banshee, and a liquid-rlntrve 

Sn^ftK ' n,efp0S6d between the to Psheet and the backsheet and a fastening tape provided on each side 

befnn 11 ? ' TT ^ ^ ^ ° Penin9 P ° rti0n 3nd the ""der-waist portion in the portion having the fastening tapes 
Sin It T 3 Wa ' St GlaStiC memb6r and 3 Plurality of u "der-waist elastic members, respectively, in the width 
21° ' d,aper ' f nd both ,on 9 er s 'de Portions of the diaper being provided with a pair of leg e.ast c membeTs 
th J .k St e '! StlC memb6rS are fiXGdly disp0Sed in at least areas extending outwardly from eachTonger 

feast the mSnft ^ " StretChed State S ° 88 10 ma " if6St e,as,ic eontractibi.ity but are not disposed ?n a 
^ 8rea 6 thG abS ° rbent mSmber eXistS ' and the "nder-waist portion has a greater extension 
stress than the waist opening portion in the width direction of the diaper. extension 
[0009] The under-waist elastic members are elastic members which are disposed in the under-waist oortion of th* 

So 52 faS T in ^r 8 al0n9 thS Width direCtio " 0f the dia P er « f«ed In^ iSSSj^,^ 
wl ?1! co " trac t' b '"ty at least areas outside the area having the absorbent member. The end of each under 
wast elastic member nearerthe middle of the diaper width does not reach the middle of the diaper width 
[0010] The present invention will be more particularly described wfth reference to the accompanying drawings, in 

f2' pt^nlT^'^^r^ a " embodimem of the disposable diaper according to the present invention; 
F g. 2 ,s a plan view of the disposable diaper of Fig. 1 in the flat-out stretched state with a part cut away 

lit w! USB T d8SCribe thS me,h ° d ° f measuri "9 an extension stress of the waist opening portion and 

under-waist portion in the portion having fastening tapes and 

£L 4 Jn a perspective ,y iew of the disposable diaper of Fig: 1 which is being put on a baby wtth its portion having 
fastemng tapes applied to the stomach side, and the fastening tapes being fixed on the back side. 

^As^ZTZT^ZT^ disp0Sab,e dia Per wording to the present invention is illustrated in Figs. 1 
: P ° Sable d ' aper 1 ' S 8 f ' at ^ disposable diaper, which has a substantially elongato configu- 

25 compnses a Hquid-permeab.e topsheet 2, liquid-impermeable backsheet 3, and a liquid-retentive absorbent 

Tdt th £ P 1 t0PSheet 2 and ,hS baCk8heet 3 - The dis P osable di^er 1 has, in the order from one 

oodiln ZlT Sr ? h ° n9,,Udina ' direCtion of the diaper, a portion A provided with a pair of fastening tapes 5 5 (this 

17£?1h * C r , rSar P D ° rti ° n A " f ° r th6 Sake ° f co " v enience), a crotch portion C, and a portion E I (this portion 
will be called a front portion B for the sake of convenience) p 

[0012] In detail, the disposable diaper 1 has both side edges C1 and C1 of the crotch portion C curved inward to 
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make an hourglass-like shape. The topsheet 2 is almost rectangular, larger in si7e than the absorbent member 4 : and 
is arranged in the middle of the width of the backsheet 3. The backsheet 3 has an hourglass-like shape to make the 
contour of the diaper 1 . 

[0013] The topsheet 2 and the backsheet 3 both extend outwardly from every side of the absorbent member 4. i.e., 
5 both longer sides 41 . 41 and both shorter sides 42, 42, and joined together in each extension. The backsheet 3 further 
extends outwardly from each longer side of the topsheet 2. 

[0014] A pair of upstanding cuffs (or three dimensional gather) 6 are provided on longer sides of the disposable 
diaper 1. Each cuff 6 is formed by a sheet 62 having elastic members 61 which is disposed on the area outside the 
topsheet 2 with an overlap (in its flat-out state as shown in Fig. 2) on the longer side of the topsheet 2. The part of the 

10 sheet 62 farther from the middle of the diaper than the base (not shown) of the upstanding cuff 6 is fixed on the topsheet 
2 or the backsheet 3. The base end of the cuff 6 is formed near and along the longer side 41 of the absorbent member 
4. The part of the sheet 62 nearer to the middle of the diaper than the base of the cuff 6 is fixed on the backsheet 3 
only at both ends (shorter sides) of the diaper 1 so that this part has a free end 63. A plurality of elastic members 61 
are fixed in their stretched state in this part in parallel to the free end 63, whereby the cuff 6 gathers and stands upright. 

15 [0015] The rear portion A having the fastening tapes 5 is divided into a waist opening portion D and an under-waist 
portion E. The waist opening portion D is provided with a waist elastic member 7 along the diaper width direction, and 
the under-waist portion E is provided with a plurality of under-waist elastic members 8 and 8 along the diaper width 
direction. 

[0016] The waist opening portion D is a portion forming the periphery of the waist opening which is formed when the 
20 fastening tapes of the rear portion A are fixed to a landing zone Z of the front portion B (the portion adjacent to the 
crotch portion C opposite to the rear portion A). The waist opening portion D in each of the rear portion A and the front 
portion B is provided with a waist elastic member 7 for making a waist gather in its stretched state along the width 
direction of the diaper 1 . The waist elastic member 7 used in the diaper 1 shown in Fig. 1 has a belt-like shape having 
a width of about 5 to 30 mm. It is fixedly held between the backsheet 3 and the topsheet 2 or the sheet 62 in the waist 
25 opening portion D. 

[0017] Taking the plan view of the diaper 1 with all the elastic members stretched, the rear portion A up, and the front 
portion B down as shown in Fig. 2, the under-waist portion E in the rear portion A is a portion positioned right below 
the wai st opening portion D and above the crotch portion C (the inwardly curved portion of the opposing longer sides 
of the diaper which is conformed to the shape around the leg and provided in the crotch portion of the wearer while worn). 
30 [0018] In this particular embodiment shown in Fig. 1 , a plurality of the under-waist elastic members 8 and 8 are each 
composed of a plurality of elastic pieces arranged in parallel to each other at prescribed intervals in the under-waist 
portion D in the width direction of the diaper 1 . 

[0019] The under-waist elastic members 8 and 8 are fixedly disposed in at least areas extending outwardly from 
each longer side 41 of the absorbent member 4 in their stretched state so as to manifest elastic contractibility but are 
35 not disposed in at least the middle of the area between the longer sides 41 and 41 . 

[0020] In this embodiment, the under-waist elastic member 8 is arranged in both side areas of the rear portion A 
(both sides areas of the diaper 1). The part of the under-waist elastic member 8 in the area outside the absorbent 
member 4 (the area extending outwardly from the longer side 41 of the absorbent member 4) is fixedly held between 
two limp fixing sheets in its stretched state, and the two fixing sheets having the elastic member 8 therebetween are 
fixedly held between the backsheet 3 and the topsheet 2 or the sheet 62. 

[0021] The inward end of each under-waist elastic member 8 slightly overlaps with the longer side of the absorbent 
member 4. There is no elastic member 8 disposed in the area from the middle of the absorbent member 4 to the vicinity 
of the longer side edge 41 . 

[0022] The width W (see Fig. 2) of the area having no under-waist elastic member (the area having no contractibility) 
^5 is preferably at least a half of the width W1 of the absorbent member 4 and not wider than the width W1 and from 1/1 0 
to 4/5 of the whole width W2 of the rear portion A. This range of the width W is desirable for improving ease of diapering 
either in an ordinary manner (with the rear portion A applied lo the back side of a wearer, and the fastening tapes fixed 
on the stomach side, hereinafter referred to as a front fastening manner) or a back-to-front manner (with the rear portion 
A applied to the stomach side of a wearer, and the fastening tapes fixed on the back side, hereinafter referred to as a 
so back fastening manner) and also for preventing the disposable diaper from sliding down or leaking while worn. 

[0023] A pair of leg elastic members 9 and 9 are disposed along the inwardly curved lines on the longer sides of the 
disposable diaper 1 to make leg gathers. Each leg elastic member 9 is provided in its stretched state from the lateral 
end of the lower (according to Fig. 2) part of the rear portion A to the lateral end of the upper (according to Fig. 2) part 
of the front portion B to make an arch in the crotch portion C. In the embodiment shown in Fig, 2 each leg elastic 
55 member 9 is composed of a plurality of elastic pieces arranged in parallel to each other. 

[0024] In the rear portion A having the fastening tapes, the under-waist portion E has a greater extension stress than 
the waist opening portion D in the width direction of the diaper 1 . In order to facilitate diapering either in a front fastening 
manner or in a back fastening manner and to prevent sliding down and leakage, it is preferred that the ratio of the 
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o».*L°Ln^n 0 un T wa ' s ' p °" ion E in "» *»** "*"> *•*>» '« tension stress P ol me »„i s , 
"» same a "«"°"- * "» I" '»<> «W. ot Iran 2 ,o 20, pattioularly 2 to 6. For the sa,T punTa 



1) Method 1: 



— • \~~«- « iy. w»y ui lilt? | 

length L2 of 5 cm along the longitudinal direction of the diaper. 
2) Method 2: 



,h» lo„e, side of th, tor^foLTo^i • n9,h "° m ' h8 UPP8r ** °' me UPPem0sl I*" "» 

Th J^fl exam P'e. a lymg posture with face up or down or a standing posture with face or back to a dL> erP r 

S>32 P |in c a e n t e h a . S, ^ be "^T °" " CraW ' in9 in ' ant * 3 b3£ * faStenin 9 ™ « i.iustrSed in Rg 4 " 

m T, berS 9 9 ^ diSP ° Sed inWard euw " ' the dis P° sabl * *PT 1 is 
can JasHv be^n IT S " dln9 h d ° Wn T* U8e ' Si " Ce the le 9 9 a,hers fit the le 9^ disposable diaper 1 

member 8 fsTn ° h " ^ ^ Wearer h Standi " 9 ° r * in * ,n P articular - beca ^e the under-waist etestfe 

SIS? ^.sposed ,n an area nearer to the middle in the. width direction of the diaper than the end 9 Tof the So 
e.ast. member 9 pos,tioned in ,he rear portion A as shown in Fig. 2. the .eg opening" podion is e'en did outward 
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together with the outward extension of the under-waist portion E in fitting the diaper 1. As a result, the leg opening 
portion can be fitted in place easily and in a wearer-friendly manner even when an infant is kicking and struggling to 
get free. If the under-waist elastic member is disposed only in the area farther than the end of the leg elastic member 
from the middle of the diaper width as in the disposable diapers disclosed in JP-W-9-507409 and JP-A-6-63077, the 
5 leg opening portion having the leg elastic member is not extended in fitting the diaper. As a result the leg opening 
portions do not fit in place, rather involving a fear of excessively pressing the thighs. 

[0035] Materials forming the members making up the disposable diaper T are then described. The topsheet 2, the 
backsheet 3, the absorbent member 4, the sheet 62 and the elastic members 61 for making gathered cuffs 6, and the 
landing zone Z (e.g., a landing tape) can be of any known materials commonly employed in conventional disposable 
10 diapers. 

[0036] The fastening tapes 5 include tapes having a fastening part 51 made of a male member of a mechanical 
fastener and tapes having a fastening part 51 made of an adhesive. A mechanical fastener is preferred to an adhesive 
fastener for the following reason. Where a diaperer is in a hurry to put a diaper on, for example, a struggling baby in 
a back fastening manner, the adhesive part may stick to the diaperer's hand, making fitting difficult. Where a male 
is member of a mechanical fastener is used, the exterior side of the backsheet 3 can be made of a material capable of 
catching the male member, such as nonwoven fabric, so as to serve as a landing zone Z. 

[0037] The waist elastic members 7, the under-waist elastic members 8, and the leg elastic members 9 can be of 
any known elastic materials. The form of these elastic members includes a string, a strip, and a film. Materials making 
the elastic members include natural rubber, synthetic rubbers (e.g., styrene-butadiene copolymer, polybutadiene, 
20 polyisoprene and neoprene), ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer, extensible polyolefins, and urethane. The waist elastic 
members 7 are preferably strips of prescribed width. The under-waist elastic members 8 are preferably strings. The 
leg elastic members 9 are preferably strips. The under-waist elastic members 8, i.e., the left and the right ones in the 
rear portion A, preferably have 3 to 12 elastic strings each. 

[0038] While the present invention has been described with particular reference to its preferred embodiment, it should 
25 be understood that the present invention is not construed as being limited thereto, and various changes and modifica- 
tions can be made therein without departing from the spirit and scope thereof. For example, the leg elastic members 
can be disposed in straight lines on both longer sides of the diaper. Each leg elastic member may be made of a single 
elastic piece. 

[0039] In the present invention, while "the portion having fastening tapes" has been called "a rear portion" just for 
30 the sake of convenience, it does not mean that the portion having fastening tapes is always applied to the back side 
of a wearer as previously explained. Where the fastening tapes are present in the portion B, the extension stresses 
as referred to in the present invention are those measured on the waist opening portion and the under-waist portion 
in the portion B. 

[0040] The disposable diaper according to the present invention are applicable to adults as well as babies and infants 
35 but is more suitable to babies and infants, particularly those who don't like changing their diapers. 

[0041] The present invention will now be illustrated in greater detail with reference to Examples. The following Ex- 
amples are presented as being exemplary of the present invention and should not be considered as limiting. 
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EXAMPLE 1 



[0042] Disposable diapers having the structure shown in Figs. 1 and 2 were prepared. The waist opening portion D 
and the under-waist portion E of the rear portion A had extension stresses of 150 cN and 300 cN, respectively, in the 
diaper width direction. The under-waist portion E had nine elastic strings arranged over a width (W5; see Fig. 3) of 50 
mm as an under-waist elastic member 8 on the left and right hand sides thereof. The waist opening portion D had a 
45 20 mm wide (W4) urethane strip as a waist elastic member 7. 

EXAMPLE 2 

[0043] Disposable diapers were prepared in the same manner as in Example 1 , except that the leg elastic members 
so were disposed in straight lines on both longer sides of the diaper. The waist opening portion D and the under-waist 
portion E of the rear portion A had extension stresses of 150 cN and 300 cN, respectively, in the diaper width direction. 

COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE 1 

55 [0044] Disposable diapers were prepared in the same manner as in Example 1 , except that the under-waist portion 
E had two elastic strings arranged to make a width (W5) of 70 mm as an under-waist elastic member 8 on the left and 
right hand sides thereof. The waist opening portion D and the under-waist portion E of the rear portion A had extension 
stresses of 150 cN and 100 cN, respectively, in the diaper width direction. 
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COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE 2 

m^L D lT Sab ,'f u 9 ' 5 Were Prep3red in the Same manner as ln Exam P |e 1 ■ ™*P» that « thin cubic elastic sheet 
made of urethane (5 cm by 5 cm) was fixed in its non-stretched state on the left and right hand side of the under-waist 
portion E m place of the elastic members 8. The waist opening portion D and the under-waist portion E of the rear 
portion A had extension stresses of 100 cN and 0 cN : respectively, in the diaper width direction. Since the urethane 
J~nTTi er T ^ ^ non - stretched state ' the "nder-waist portion E did not extend by 90 mm in the meas- 
SS^JSc^ SamP,e ^ SqUiVa,ent t0 3 COmmerCi ^ S ° ,d ° ne * ^ e,8StiC 
COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE 3 

memhl™° Sab ! e h tte &ame ma " ner 38 ,n Exam P ,e 1 ■ that the ""der-waist elastic 

members were not provided. The waist opening portion D and the under-waist portion E of the rear portion A had 
extension stresses of 150 cN and 0 cN, respectively, in the diaper width direction 

[0047] In measuring the extension stresses, method 2 was followed in Comparative Example 1 , and method 1 was 
followed in Examples 1 and 2 and Comparative Examples 2 and 3. 

Evaluation of diaper's not sliding down: 

E2?n J° diaP f S S,idi " 9 d ° Wn Wh " e WOrn ' a movable model of a hi P* and thighs was 

Z!in « ? k" 9 P ?< ^ m ° del iS deSi9ned t0 take a toddlin 9 movement and to have artificial urine pored 
therein and discharged from the crotch. ^ 

[0049] The disposable diaper prepared in Examples and Comparative Examples was fitted to the model in a front 
fastemng manner or a back fastening manner. The model was made to take a toddling movement at a rate of 150 
steps/mm for 5 minutes and stopped. While the model was in a still mode, 40 g of artificial urine was poured into the 

2 T c" 6< I ^ ! 2T ° f 5 9/m,a Th6n the m ° del WaS a9ain set t0 take the sa ™ todd »"9 movement for 5 
minutes. The 5 minutes toddling and pouring 40 g artificial urine were repeated alternately until the model took a 
walking action of 25 minutes in total and a total amount of 160 g of artificial urine was poured. The slide of the diaper 
was measured for every 5 minutes" toddling movement. The results obtained are shown in Table 1 below 





Fastening Side 


Extensi 


on Stress (cN) 


Slide (mm) 


Cumulative Amount of Artificial Urine Poured (g) 






Waist 


Underwaist 


0 


40 


80 


120 


160 


Example 1 


front 


150 


300 


5 


8 


10 


15 


15 


back 


0 


3 


5 


5 


5 


]> Example 2 


front 


150 


300 


5 


10 


12 


15 


15 


back 


5 


8 


10 


10 


12 


Comparative 
Example 1 


front 


150 


100 


14 


21 


25 


32 


35 


back 


10 


16 


21 


25 


r 30 


Comparative 
Example 2 


front 


100 


0 


9 


14 


19 


24 


25 


back 


5 


9 


11 


14 


15 


Comparative 
Example 3 


front 


150 


0 


24 


30 


39 


44 


45 




back 




10 


20 


25 


30 


40 



35 



40 



45 



50 



Evaluation of leak resistance (measurement of dynamic front leak): 

55 2° 5 c°L diS P° S ! b ' e diaper prepared in E * am P ,e * and Comparative Examples was fitted to the same body model 

t^llTJr T*? EXamP ' eS Were fitted in the fr ° nt fastenln 9 manner or the back faste ™9 manner, while 
the diapers of Comparative Examples were fitted in the front fastening manner (an ordinary manner). The model 
ide to take a toddling movement in its standing posture at a rate of 1 50 steps/min for 5 minutes and stoooed u 



made i 



was 

minutes and stopped. While 
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the model was in a still mode, 80 g of artificial urine was poured into the diaper through a tube at a rate of 5 g/min. The 
model was again set to take the same toddling movement for 5 minutes, and a slide (mm) of the diaper was measured. 
Then, the model with the slid diaper was laid on its stomach, and 40 g of artificial urine was poured. After pouring, the 
diaper was checked with the naked eye to see if it leaked. Additional 40 g artificial urine was poured into the diaper 
which did not have a leak at that time, and pouring of 40 g artificial urine was repeated until a leak occurred. 
[0051 ] The cumulative amount of poured artificial urine at the time when a leak was observed was taken as "a dynamic 
front leak". The results obtained are shown in Table 2 below. 



TABLE 2 
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Fastening Side 


Dynamic Front Leak 


Slide (mm) 


Example 1 


front 


200 


10 


back 


200 


5 


Comparative Example 1 


front 


160 


25 


Comparative Example 2 


front 


160 


19 


Comparative Example 3 


front 


120 


39 



Evaluation of ease of fitting: 

[0052] Twenty-eight test users were given 20 samples each of the diapers prepared in Example 1 and Comparative 
Example 2. They were asked to use the diapers in different ways, that is, for a standing or lying wearer in a usual 
manner (front fastening) or in a back-to-front manner (back fastening), and to make an evaluation of the ease of fitting 
by choosing their answers from (a) the first diaper is better (diaper of Example 1 ), (b) the second diaper is better (diaper 
of Comparative Example 2), and (c) no difference. The number of the answers (a) or (b) was divided by the total number 
of the answers, and the quotient was multiplied by 100 to give a consumer acceptance rating (%) of the diaper of 
Example or the diaper of Comparative Example, respectively. The results obtained are shown in Table 3. 

TABLE 3 





Consumer Acceptance Rating (%) 


Wearer's Posture 


Lying Posture 


Standing Posture 


Overall Judgement 


Fastening Side 


Front 


Back 


Front 


Back 




Example 1 


29 


58 


61 


61 


75 


Comparative Example 2 


29 


17 


6 


4 


7 



[0053] It is seen from the results in Tables 1 to 3 that the disposable diaper of the present invention is easy to put 
on a wearer in any posture and hardly slides down while worn and hardly leaks irrespective of whether It is fastened 
on the wearer's stomach side or back side. 

[0054] The disposable diaper according to the present invention is easy to put on a wearer in various postures. It 
hardly slides down while worn and hardly leaks on whichever side (stomach side or back side) it is fastened. 
[0055] The invention having been thus described, it will be obvious that the same may be varied in many ways. Such 
variations are not to be regarded as a departure from the spirit and scope of the invention, and all such modifications 
as would be obvious to one skilled in the art are intended to be included within the scope of the following claims. 
[0056] This application claims the priority of Japanese Patent Applications No. 2001-20849 filed January 29, 2001 
and No. 2001-347889 filed November 13, 2001 , which are incorporated herein by reference. 



50 



Claims 



1. A disposable diaper which has a substantially elongate configuration and comprises a main body having a liquid- 
permeable topsheet, a liquid-impermeable backsheet, and a liquid-retentive absorbent member interposed be- 
55 tween said topsheet and said backsheet and a pair of fastening tapes provided on each side edge of said main 

body, the waist opening portion and the under-waist portion in the portion having said fastening tapes being pro- 
vided with a waist elastic member and a plurality of under-waist elastic members, respectively, in the width direction 
of the diaper, and both longer side portions of said diaper being provided with a pair of leg elastic members, wherein 
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said under-waist elastic members are fixedly disposed in at least areas extending outwardly from each longer side 
of the absorbent member in their stretched state so as to manifest elastic contractibility but are not disposed in at 
least the middle of the area where said absorbent member exists, and said under-waist portion has a greater 
extension stress than said waist opening portion in the width direction of the diaper. 

The disposable diaper according to claim 1 , wherein said fastening tapes each have a fastening part which me- 
chanically engages with a landing zone. 

The disposable diaper according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said under-waist elastic members are fixed between 
sheets making up said main body. 

The disposable diaper according to claim 3, wherein said pair of leg elastic members are each disposed along an 
inwardly curved line, said under-waist elastic members are disposed in an area nearer to the middle in the width 
direction of said diaper than the respective ends of said pair of leg elastic members in said portion having said pair 
of fastening tapes. 
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(54) Disposable diaper 

(57) The disposable diaper of the present invention 
has a substantially elongate configuration and compris- 
es a main body having a liquid-permeable topsheet, a 
liquid-impermeable backsheet, and a liquid-retentive 
absorbent member interposed between the topsheet 
and the backsheet and a pair of fastening tapes provid- 
ed on each side edge of the main body, the waist open- 
ing portion and the under-waist portion in the portion 
having the fastening tapes being provided with a waist 
elastic member and a plurality of under-waist elastic 



members, respectively, in the width direction of the dia- 
per, and both longer side portions of the diaper being 
provided with a pair of leg elastic members, wherein the 
under-waist elastic members are fixedly disposed in at 
least areas extending outwardly from each longer side 
of the absorbent member in their stretched state so as 
to manifest elastic contractibility but are not disposed in 
at least the middle of the area where the absorbent 
member exists, and the under-waist portion has a great- 
er extension stress than the waist opening portion in the 
width direction of the diaper. 
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